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Preface

A typical Larkin poem is a dubious blend of the simple and
the difficult. At one place it is clear as pebbles in distilled water,
and at the other, it is teasingly difficult, and yields meaning
after a long seize. Hence, a judicious editing of his poems is
an exigency of criticism.

The pages that follow annotate twenty-five of his most
anthologised and prescribed poems. The annotation is done in
three steps—paraphrase, explication of the expressions that an
average student finds difficult, and critical evaluation. This is
preceded by a copious introduction on Larkin’s poetry, both
in terms of his affiliations with the Movementeers and of his
individual identities. The assessment fuses my own perception
of Larkin’s poetry with the durable insights of the critics, both
early and later.

B.G. Tandon
2006
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